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•• a a sciencescience communicationcommunication projectproject
fundedfunded underunder thethe 7th Framework Programme 7th Framework Programme 
of of thethe European CommissionEuropean Commission
((durationduration: : MarchMarch 2008 2008 –– MarchMarch 2010)2010)

•• an an acronymacronym ((abbreviationabbreviation), ), meaningmeaning: : 

DIsseminate Results from EC funded
projects improved Therapy options in   

paediatric oncology

DIRECT is
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•• To To explainexplain thethe programmeprogramme themetheme of DIRECT of DIRECT 
in an in an instructiveinstructive way, way, wewe developpeddevelopped thethe newnew
title title „„OvercomingOvercoming cancercancer withwith researchresearch““..

Overcoming cancer with
research
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TheThe conceptconcept emergedemerged out of an out of an eventevent
whichwhich standsstands as a as a metaphormetaphor forfor
thethe breakthroughsbreakthroughs in in thethe fight fight againstagainst
childhoodchildhood cancerscancers..

Idea
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Trip to the peak of the
Großglockner with
survivors in Austria 2006                          Rainbow Tour

in Germany
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An EC-funded project
provides knowledge

TheThe mountaineeringmountaineering and and cyclingcycling tourstours
plannedplanned forfor 2009 2009 areare to to illustrateillustrate

•• that former child cancer patients (survivors)that former child cancer patients (survivors)
have the same physical and mental abilities have the same physical and mental abilities 
as their peers who areas their peers who are in good health.in good health.
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In In industrialisedindustrialised nationsnations, , thethe overalloverall curecure ratesrates of of 
childhoodchildhood cancercancer couldcould havehave beenbeen raisedraised to to aboveabove
75 % 75 % thanksthanks toto

•• advancesadvances in in chemotherapychemotherapy, , radiationradiation therapytherapy
and and surgerysurgery

•• introductionintroduction of modern of modern methodsmethods of of diagnosisdiagnosis
•• individualisedindividualised therapiestherapies to to reducereduce sideside--effectseffects
•• standardisedstandardised protocolsprotocols forfor examinationexamination and and 

treatmenttreatment accordingaccording to to thethe currentcurrent statusstatus of of 
medicalmedical knowledgeknowledge

An EC-funded project
provides knowledge
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In In industrialisedindustrialised nationsnations, , thethe overalloverall curecure ratesrates of of 
childhoodchildhood cancercancer couldcould havehave beenbeen raisedraised to to aboveabove
75 % 75 % thanksthanks toto

•• international and international and interdisciplinaryinterdisciplinary networkingnetworking
amongamong expertsexperts

•• intensive intensive biomedicalbiomedical and and clinicalclinical researchresearch

An EC-funded project
provides knowledge
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•• Cancers in children and adolescents are rare. Cancers in children and adolescents are rare. 
Therefore, the majorTherefore, the major pharmaceutical companies pharmaceutical companies 
see no economical benefitssee no economical benefits from investing into from investing into 
research in this field. research in this field. 

•• Child cancer research is funded by private Child cancer research is funded by private 
donations and public funds, such as the frameworkdonations and public funds, such as the framework
programmes of the European Commission. programmes of the European Commission. 
Continuous fundingContinuous funding is essentialis essential to enable experts in to enable experts in 
the fields of basic and clinically applied research tothe fields of basic and clinically applied research to
achieve further improvements for children and youths achieve further improvements for children and youths 
suffering from cancer.suffering from cancer.

The importance of ongoing funding
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Project team
St. Anna Kinderkrebsforschung*, Vienna, Austria
Coordinator of the project
Prof. Helmut Gadner (*Children‘s Cancer Research Institute)

St. Anna Kinderspital, Vienna, Austria
Partner responsible for survivors‘ activities
Michael Dworzak, MD (*St. Anna Children‘s Hospital)

German Childhood Cancer Foundation, 
Bonn, Germany
Partner responsible for project activities in Germany
Jens Kort

Otto Pammer Filmproduction, Vienna, Austria
Partner responsible for audio-visual media 
Siegfried Hochgreve
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Tools to raise public awareness
International symposium, May 2008, with

international childhood cancer experts

Website

for the general public / young people / stakeholders

Sports events with former childhood patients

Production of audio-visual material (tv documentary)

Public relations (press releases, conferences, …) 

Public Events: for example

Public forum „Understanding Cancer –
Saving Lives“ (Nov. 20th, 2008)
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„Overcoming Cancer With Research“
aims to

• sensitise the general public to the successes and
complex aspects of childhood cancer research

• explain the societal benefit of research processes
and findings

• raise public interest, in particular of youngsters, in
science

• highlight the importance of continual
research funding (e.g. the EC‘s
framework programmes) and private donations
for ongoing improvements for childhood
cancer patients
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„Overcoming Cancer With Research“
aims to

• explain the necessary follow-up and aftercare as 
well as social re-integration of former childhood
cancer patients.

Despite improved survival rates, a quarter of children 
and adolescents with cancer can still not be helped 
today. Childhood cancer is a life-threatening disease,
treated with toxic therapies. Survivors may suffer from 
physical late effects and/or psychosocial strains and 
social barriers regarding education, jobs and 
insurance. 
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ThankThank youyou veryvery
muchmuch forfor youryour attentionattention..


